Sept. 8, 1894.
SURGERY OF THE LUNGS AND PLEURA.
Empysema.?The question whether it is desirable in all cases to resect a piece of rib in opening an empysema is discussed by Dr. Carl Beck, of New York1. He is strongly of opinion that it is necessary, as again and again he says he has found "clots consisting of fibrinous or cheesy products attached to the pleura," and he considers that they can only be satisfactorily removed by introducing the finger into the cavity and turning them out, and that in order to do this a large opening should be made by resection of a portion of the rib. His experience has been that in nine out of ten cases these fibrinous clots would be present, free in the cavity as well as adherent to the pleura. An 
